DIRK JOHANNES RIJNVIS Born 11-3-1869 at  HOQGEZAND NETHERLAND.

In Hoogezand - Foxhol Steel ship Building for Coastal and Inland Canals
and large Rivers was well advanced and practised.

" This | HlJnVlS famlly engaged in work as Shlp Carpenters, Frame Setters,

and Plate Workers.

Dirk Johannas learned his skills in Steel Ship building at Hbogezdnd
After the death of his first wife he wanted to leave Hoogezand

In Hoogeveen Mr. Roelof Eikelboon a Wooden Shipbuilder wanted to change
over to Steel Ship Building and hai no experience and contacted Dirk J.
Rijnvis. In 1B04 they lcased a Jacant sito to build various types of
Steel Ships in contract or order with clients.

Dirk Johannas Rijnvis wanted to change from Steel Copies of Woocden Ships
for more economical Cost & Shape. Larger Deck Space, Living & Hold Spaces,
Hatches, Winches fer Anchors & Sails.

This Partnership ended 1%09.

Dirk J. Rijnvis selected another site. He called it "Eureka".
In November 1920 the previous site was purchased and rebuilt.
One single and 2 Berth Slipways were installed. A new Residence was
built. (see pictures 1922 & RYDA Books 1&4.)
New Ships were built on site approximately 140ton capacity to fit
Canals, Locks & Bridges. Length 24meters  width 6-Tmeters  depth 1.7C0mtrs.
Average 1 Ship per year, complete with Mast, Sails & Winches,
Full Accomodation for Family & Deckhand or Sons.
Ship Hulls were completed for Launching. Deck- constructions, Living
Quarters finished after Launch.
New Ships were Launched from the construction site for Customery
by ancient Ritial on Thursday.
This Taboo was not accepted by Dirk Jolhannas Rijnvis.
His Ships were Launched FRIDAY AFTERNOON.
Dirk J. Rijnvis a strong Teetotalor, Festivities were Celebrated
with more than ample strong Liquours with only ONE WINE GLASS
with Broken Foot preventing the Glass to Park and to keep Moving
and Used.
He would leave Immediately after the Launch.
The Site was cleaned and cleared on Saturday ready

Monday with a Sober Workforce.

or & new Start

Sons Cbrnelis and later Hermannes both learned the Trade from their
Father Dirk Johannas Rijnwvis.

1928 brought the Economy to a near standstill.

Two more Motor-Ships for fast regular Weekly Service between
Amsterdam & Hoogeveen were built for Messrs Feldman and Goverts respectively.

1937 a 18meter luxury motor/sail Yacht was built ( Hull & Deckhouse only )
Fitting out as living area etc by owner Mr. Habing and completed late
1939. Taken over by German Forces mid 1940.

Dirk Johannas Rijnvis passed away 13-4~1940 aged Tlyears by a Heartattack.
4 weeks before German-Dutch War. 10-5-1940 to 15-5-1940
Followed by Occupation until 28-4-1945

lst Marriage 1 Daughter & 1 Son ( see Family Folder )
2nd Marriage 2 sons & 1 Daughter i "

Hermannus worked with Dirk J. Rijnvis and left when econcmic crisis took
hold. He bought an Electrical Appliance, Push-bike SHop in Meppel.



My Father Cornelis Hermannus Rijnvis left Shipyard in 1922 to start a
new Venture as a Courier Service from Hoogeveen - Groningen approx

60 Kilometre & return. Tuesday and Friday.

Hansa Lloyd ex German Army Truck. Solid rubber wheels, chain driven
from Gear Box to Half Shaft Rear Axle.

This was replaced in 1923 with Ford T Model (similiar Book 1 page 13)

Registration D2812

Sometime later a small 48 ton Motorship was put into Service on Weekly

basis for bulk and heavy Goods.
Uncle Roelof Post was in charge of this operation for a few years.

- Approximately until the Depression came into force. Roelof continued

on a small scale and sold the Ship in 1938.
Bigger and Faster Trucks took over, made this Service uneconomical.

During 1928 Cornelis H. Rijnvis bought a NEW 5 ton Chewrolet and a
NEW A. Model Ford. Employed truck Driver and started daily Service -
VERY successful. These 2 Trucks were replaced with 2 New Chevrolet
Trucks 5 ton capacity in 1932 and 1934.

In 1929 premises were purchased and fitted out as & Transport Building.
Storage undercover and secure premises and Residence. van Fchtenstraat 41.
Every 2 alternative years a New Truck was replaced to provide seaurity
from breakdowns and wear and tyres.

1940 both vehicles were reguired for the Dutch Army.

April 1940 when Dirk Johannas Rijnvis passed away Cornelis H. Rijnvis took
over the Shipyard and restarted this Business successfully.
Jaap started in 1943 in this promising venture.

1945 2 EK U.S.A. Trucks were bought to restart the Transport Services.
Son Cor and previous Driver had good results but through unnessary
intervention this Business wzs sold in 1948. Cor stayed some years
but took up some re—fresher Studies as an Electrical fitter and worked
for the Railways.

The Finance of this sale was used for purchase machinery and tools and to
start a Project for the Manufacturing of Products of Assembling tools for
small engines for Motorised Push-bikes under direction of brother Dirk J.
Rijnvis Junr. also to be used as Machinery Service for our Shipyard.

The above Enterprice was a failurs from the ztart.

Jaap (Jack) Rijnvis retired out of a promising future in the Shipyard and
Migrated to Australia in 1950.

1952 Cornilus Hermannus Rijnvis with Alje and 3 Daughters migrated to
Australia May 1952. Totally unexpected and STRONGLY DISCOURAGED by Jack R.
Leaving Amsterdam to Fremantle in the M.S. "Johan wvan Oldenbarneveldt"
complete with pre-fab House and 30 ton of Goods, arriving first week July 52.

Jack was happily employed at Mt. Ida Copperfield Goldmine 154 miles North
of Kalgoorlie had to search for a possible environment to settle a Migrant
Family over 53 years old. with 3 young girls.

Jack took time off to investigate for suitability , Esperance, Ravensthorpe
through false promises of 3ig developments, stayed only 2-3 weeks.

A meeting with young Engineering Shop owner Des Crump advised Jack see the
Department of Industrial Development which recommended Albany with contact
to Local Business People. Jack packed up from Mt Ida and Ravensthorpe.
Started work with Public Works Dept Workshop for approx 4 weeks. Later
with Barnesby Motors also Albany.



After Information was gathered and personal impressions were gelined,
little time was left to find suitable site for Building and possible

Workshop area.

Jack with limited Finance around early March 1952 finelly selected a

sitewithinm reach; in Brunswick Road Albany. -

For Residence and small workshop .

A Partnership was arranged as Melville Engineer Company with Jack as
Manager. Between C.E. Rijnvis and J. Rijnvis in early 1953
Work was start successfully.

Early 1954 Industrial Land in Campbell Road Albany was purchased for
larger and future expansion.

4 New Building 50ft. X 50ft X 12°t6 was built.

Partnership was disolved 1962.

Jack and wife Estelle took over, extended the operation from 3 person

with limited Machinery & Tools to a workforce of 12 - 15 employees
in 1967 - 1968. With latest Machinery.

Melville Engineering Company was sold November 1967 to Tubular Steel

Structures Fremantle ( Ryan & Ryan )

J. & E.E. Rijnvis started a new venture in Cockburn Road Albany.
On Drs. Advice the fabricated Steel was put to Storage in Albany
and the Family moved to Busselton. February 1971

. & E.E. Rynvis commenced. in a small way a Steel & Pipe supply
iness. fut & Sell with some manufaciure. It was very successful.

1977 the storage of Fabricated Steel was transfered to Busselton
a huge Workshop was constructed in new Busselton Industrial Area.
Business was transferred and continued.

Sold to son Murry John Rynvis trading as"Murray's Steel!" later to be
"Southwest Steel Products" 19th April 1989.



